
Poetry Project  
(5D, 6C, 9A , 9D) 

Objective: Students will compose an original free verse poem that uses figurative language and has a clear 
message and purpose.  
 
Poem Criteria: 

● Free Verse 
○ Slam Poem/Spoken Word Poem 

■ Recorded and emailed to teacher by 10/30 before class OR performed at assigned 
time. 

○ Concrete Poem 
■ Shape must be identifiable 
■ Poem must relate to the shape/image 

○ Blackout Poem  
■ Blackout poem must be completed in its entirety 
■ Final copy must also be hand written and turned in with the blacked out text. 

○ If you have another poem form you’d like to compose it MUST be approved by your teacher.  
● Original 

○ If ANY part of the poem is plagiarized, copied, not your original idea you will earn a ZERO, no 
exceptions. That includes word choice, title, images, figurative language, etc... 

● Short Answer Response Question (pick one) 
○ What is the author’s purpose for writing the poem? 
○ How did the author use figurative language to convey their purpose? 
○ How does the author’s craft contribute to the message, or theme, of the text? 

● 100 Words 
○ These words can be presented in any number of stanzas and/or lines.  
○ ALL POEMS need to have a hard copy turned in. 

 
Students will complete the ENTIRE project IN CLASS. They will be given points each day for effort, focus, 
and following instructions. This will be a separate daily grade.  
 

 
***TURN IN RUBRIC WITH PROJECT*** 

 
 
 
 



CATEGORY  4  3  2  1-0 

Title  Title is creative, sparks 
interest and is related to the 
theme, topic, or message of 

the poem. 

Title relates to the 
theme, topic, or 

message of the poem. 

Title is present, but 
does not appear to 

relate to the theme, 
topic, or message of 

the poem. 

Title is weak and/or 
missing. 

Requirements  All of the written 
requirements were met 

including: 100 words, 
appropriate structure for 
poem type, distinguishable 

lines and/or stanzas. 

Almost all (about 
80%) the written 

requirements were 
met. 

Most (about 70%) of 
the written 

requirements were 
met, but several were 

not. 

Many requirements 
were not met. 

Originality 
Creativity 

The poem is original and 
contains expressive 

vocabulary, many creative 
details and/or descriptions 

that contribute to the 
overall purpose. 

The poem is original 
but contains only a few 
expressive vocabulary 

terms,  creative 
details and/or 

descriptions that 
contribute to the 
overall purpose. 

The poem contains a 
few creative details 
and/or descriptions, 

but they distract from 
the message. The 

purpose is confusing 
or unclear. 

There is little evidence 
of creativity in the 

poem and the purpose 
is unclear. 

Figurative 
Language 

There are 5 or more original, 
creative examples of 

figurative language that 
contributes to the reader's 

enjoyment. 

There are 4 original, 
creative examples of 
figurative language 

that contributes to the 
reader's enjoyment. 

There are 3 original, 
creative examples of 
figurative language 

that contributes to the 
reader's enjoyment. 

There are 2 or less 
examples of figurative 

language that 
contributes to the 

reader's enjoyment. 

Short Answer 
Response 

The short answer response 
question was answered using 
the A-C-E strategy. It was 
insightful, contained text 

evidence, and was explained 
in detail. 

The short answer 
response question was 

answered using the 
A-C-E strategy. 

The short answer 
response question was 
answered but did not 
use A-C-E correctly. 
It is missing one or 

more parts. 

The short answer 
response question was 
not answered correctly 

or missing entirely. 

Organization 
& 

Presentation 

The final draft of the poem 
is readable, clean, neat and 

attractive. It is free of 
errors and presented 

correctly according to the 
poem form. It looks like the 
author took great pride in it. 

The final draft of the 
poem is readable, neat 
and attractive. It may 

have one or two 
errors, but is 

presented correctly 
according to the 

chosen poem form. It 
looks like the author 
took some pride in it. 

The final draft of the 
poem is readable but 

not presented 
correctly. It looks like 
parts of it might have 
been done in a hurry. 

The final draft of the 
poem is not neat or 

attractive. It is 
incomplete and/or 

missing poetic 
elements. It is done on 

notebook paper and 
took little time to 

complete. 
 

Illustration  Effective, original and 
creative use of an 

illustration to enhance the 
poem’s meaning. 

Uses an original 
illustration to enhance 
the poem’s meaning. 

Uses an illustration 
that may add to the 

poem’s meaning. 

Lacks an illustration.  



 


